On the fifth day of opposition protests calling for transparency over the 28 June elections, head of the Socialist Party, Edi Rama, reaffirmed the opposition's claim that no court decision is able to obstruct transparency over the electoral process and neither prevent the opening of the ballot boxes, as the governing majority claims. “No court decision can be an obstruction to transparency and no Constitution prevents transparency over the ballot boxes. Transparency over ballot boxes is obstructed only by those in power, who, in those ballot boxes hide the weapon that killed the previous elections, and those who seek to make another victim of our future elections. Their aim is to hold our future hostage", Rama said. The head of the socialists renewed his appeal to Prime Minister Sali Berisha to open the ballot boxes, and stressed that the opposition does not want him to hand over power, but rather to end once and for all the possibility of rigged elections in the future. “Open the ballot boxes Sali Berisha, we do not want you to surrender your power, but to surrender the weapon you used to murder our elections" Rama stressed.

Excerpts from the speech of the Head of the Socialist Party, Edi Rama, during the afternoon protest:

Brothers and sisters, I am still deeply moved after hearing members of parliament and citizens speaking from inside the tent. I enter this tent several times each day, but after watching addresses of Ermonela, Ilir, Shega, Anila, Elisa, Besnik, and forgive me if I forgot any other, I was deeply touched because I was able to see what is not so easily and so clearly seen during the hours that drag on endlessly in this tent, erected at the heart of the Martyrs of the Nation boulevard to manifest our vital necessity for a democracy free from endemic corruption, which has infected the electoral process at its core. In what we all saw and heard from the screen, I strongly felt this kind of revolt can provoked only by fascist or communist regimes, call them what you want, because only in fascist and communist regimes, undemocratic regimes, regimes that suppress human rights and liberties, only in such regimes are individuals turned into crowds, included in fictitious lists and forced to sign on both sides. Such is the backward logic of oppression in the place of good governance: the backwards logic of seizing the state to serve the interests of power; the backwards logic that undermines the sovereignty of a people and cages it in the hands of the powerful few. It is truly surprising how this communist or fascist mentality, you can label it as you want, is proving to be unrelenting in enforcing its mechanisms, even at the risk of disclosing its lying and shameful acts to the public, after the women in the tent had publicly plead for such a thing not to happen. In the name of their rights, their dignity and their liberty, they have in fact tried to rob them of their rights, freedoms and dignity. I want to encourage everyone who is inside those tents, I thank them and I bow before them with all the strength of my love and respect, because they are the energy that is now leading this open ended protest.

Today we celebrate the glorious Fifth of May. May 9th on Sunday marks Europe's Day and its victory against fascism. All the citizens of Tirana and all those that are listening to my words today, are invited to join us here on May 9th at 10 o'clock, to show that we all stand here for Europe. We stand here to claim the rights and freedoms that lie at the foundations of the European Union, and which Europe has defended by all means necessary for decades and centuries. We too wish to become part of Europe, just like the protesters 20 years ago, who called for a European Albania by uprooting a system that isolated our country from the rest of Europe. On May 9th, we must all be here at 10 o’clock to celebrate the great day of the European and global triumph over the fascist plague, over the evil that was conquered on May 9th 1945. We will stand here because the same evil still impinges over free societies today, where civil servants are forced to partake in manifestations that serve the powers that be through blackmail over their jobs. I would like to thank everyone, everyone present here today, and I especially a special thank-you goes to Gjergj Koja and his friends, who joined in this protest and expressed their commitment to join the hunger strike…it should be difficult to believe any malignant speculations that they have done so upon my orders.

We have repeatedly asked Sali Berisha over the past ten months to produce the court decision that is holding transparency over elections hostage and which has allegedly forced Sali Berisha to stand by his position and claim that, even though he wants to be transparent, the ballot boxes cannot be opened due to such decision. Where is this court decision? How can we verify in writing who were judges issuing the decision that the ballot boxes cannot be opened, in which court and for which specific case? There is no court decision that is preventing transparency over the ballot boxes, there is no constitution that obstructs the transparency over the ballot boxes, and there is of course no free and democratic society that prevents transparency over ballot boxes. The transparency over the ballot boxes is only obstructed by the powers that be, which hold in those boxes the weapon that killed our past elections, who want to hold our future hostage by using it again in future elections.

Standing at a crossroads, we have no dilemma. Our path leads to freedom and the respect of human rights sanctioned in the constitution, including the freedom and right to transparency, which is a constitutional, inalienable right. Endorsed by nationwide protests, 200 men and women, young and old, have entered the hunger strike in defence of this right.

I will reiterate our appeal to Sali Berisha: Open the ballot boxes and do not think you will be able to bend our will; you will only succumb to your own egotism. Open the boxes and appease your conscience, which has robbed you of your sleep…open the boxes and you will be able to regain your inner peace that was broken after you robbed our elections. Open the boxes, Sali Berisha, because we do not want you to surrender your power, we want you to surrender the weapon to which you owe your power, which you used to kill our elections and illegally usurp our state, so that in the future, Albanians may be able to elect and be governed by those they choose, and not by those who do not allow them to choose. We are here because we are aware that this government is decimating our economy precisely because it has robbed the people of their right to vote and has silenced democracy.
Determined in our cause against the appropriation of votes and the usurpation of power
4/5/2010
During the opposition's protest this afternoon, Edi Rama, the head of the Socialist Party, declared that he is determined in the fight against the appropriation of votes and the usurpation of power. “This battle will see the light of day thanks to the individual efforts of those inside the tents, who are fighting our collective fight”, said SP Chairman Edi Rama during his speech before SP supporters on the fourth day of the opposition’s in front of the Prime Minister's office. Rama expressed his gratitude and endless support for all those in the hunger strike whose unyielding commitment to fight to the end for the opposition’s cause for transparency.

Excerpts from the speech of the Head of the Socialist Party, Edi Rama, during today’s protest:
22 members of parliament and 175 citizens today are facing their fourth day of strike, and fifth night of hunger, a hunger that is symbolic of the great hunger of our society for freedoms and rights and for a European democracy. We live in a country that is located at the heart of Europe, and yet, we are progressively distancing ourselves from Europe with deeds, although seemingly coming closer to it by words. Sali Berisha is distancing us from Europe while he tries to get closer to it by deceit. He is distancing us from European standards, but tries to get closer through laws valid only on paper.
Many family members and friends of those inside the tents are here today, those family members who are wearing the black and red scarves. This scarf I am holding in my hand is Romeo’s scarf and today as I am here with you, standing in line with everyone else who will continue our fight to the end, until the usurpation of free elections will end.

Whoever doubted this is only a battle of words is witnessing day after day that this is a battle of deeds. Whoever thinks that these individual efforts, which together contribute to the concerted efforts of the Albanian opposition people...whoever thinks that these deeds can be undone by unleashing squalid communist or fascist propaganda that attacks the personal profiles of those people in the tent and their dignity as individuals, parents, or even worse, as women are they riding their horses backwards and will soon meet their demise.

This morning Romeo was saved by miracle, witnessed not only by me and the camp doctors who were present, but also by the other doctors. Before Romeo, fifty-year old Ramazan Ceka, a highly educated veterinary, was sent to the emergency care. Romeo and Ramazan, the rest of people inside the tent that are committed to our cause, us who stand here outside the tent, everyone else throughout the country and the immigrants abroad, we are not fighting for any personal reason, neither theirs nor mine. They joined this battle for the same reason we all did: to uphold and protect our dignity, our freedoms, our civic rights, our democratic courage, our commitment to our socialist ideals, our lofty European aspirations.

Vasilika Hysi spoke before you; whoever knows her knows that she is not here because I told her so. She is not here because the party requires it; she is here because her civic and professional consciousness dictates her so -- her awareness as a woman and as a lawyer, the awareness of an emancipated individual who is fighting for the emancipation of our society for many years. Many of the students that are in that tent, she educated with the same principles and values; they have not joined the SP aided or guided by the usual sycophancy, or by impromptu machinations. Their presence today is inspired by the wish to fight for freedom and human rights. Vasilika Hysi will never agree to do something that she does not agree with. She is unable to come out before you and recite poorly written dictations like some of her female colleagues from the so-called Democratic Party – this "Democratic Party," which has completely lost touch with democracy, as it is being held hostage by an elite that broadcasts daily speeches about democracy and yet continues to violate democracy on a daily basis.

These women, friends and sisters of mine could not stay out of those tents, because they are an integral part of this battle. They are part of the SP Parliamentary Group, and they believe in the values they are upholding today, on their fourth day of strike and fifth night of hunger. They are there today because they believe in the values which other DP colleagues diminish by “celebrating” May 1st through infringing the rights of many men and women forcing them to get on a bus to Tirana, men and women who, unfortunately, are not aware that our values nourish the real progress of our country.

Shega Ligori is not in that tent for any other reason, apart from the very clear reason for which we are all gathered here, and for which we should always be ready to sacrifice everything we have, on the road of our endless protest.

Mimoza Picari is not facing her fourth day of strike and fifth day of hunger for any other reason other than that which inspired her to take part in founding the Democratic Party; she is not a member of the Socialist Party, she never even voted for the SP -- she joined us as an Individual who for 20 years was unable to regain her land property --a property that was adjudicated to her by the Strasbourg Court.

Olta Xhaçka is not in that tent for any other reasons apart from what inspired her to finish her studies in the USA and come back to Albania. She joined the civic efforts to build a European Albania, the dream of an entire generation that never came true.

It is for no other reasons she is in the tent but those that encouraged her to persevere in her efforts, and which made her the most distinguished student of the School of Magistrates; the daughter of a simple family, Ermonela Felaj, Berat representative in the Parliament of Albania, who was taught to build her life based only on her knowledge.

Ledi Shamku, who, as a young student entered the hunger strike to relieve the University of Tirana of Enver Hoxha's name, and which paved the way towards the downfall of the past dictatorship.

Anila from Elbasan is also in these tents, together with another woman, which, incredibly enough, I cannot name in public. I cannot tell you her name. And you know why? Because she is a young Albanian woman, who, like many other Albanian women, wants the things we all want, but whose family is presently surviving only on her husband's salary. This is one of the headlines of this boulevard’s stories – wife in hunger strike while husband forced to attend May 1st celebrations to save his job.

This is the type of story we want to change. The story which inspired people to bring down Enver Hoxha's tyranny and which we will never accept recurring in Sali Berisha’s undeclared kingdom.

This is the same story that brought Flora and Elisa under the same tent. A woman and mother together with a young woman: Elisa has also come from her studies abroad with a passion for politics. But not for politics of hate speech that agitate and divide Albanians, not for politics whose weapons of power murders the hopes and dreams of the people, not for politics that loads protest busses in the name of a privileged few. And not for politics that enslaves its civil servants and forces them to attend their rallies.

Today a young boy from Shkodra, at the same age as protesters from 20 years ago, protested together with two of his peers. On the same day, he has also lost his family income as both his parents lost their jobs. Both his father and mother were fired from their jobs because their son, who was still an infant when the people cried out for a European Albania, protests 20 years later against the government. He returns home and finds his parents hopeless because they will not be able to secure income for daily sustenance of their family.

What does Sali Berisha think? Does he think we will close our eyes before his daily attempts to violate our rights? Or maybe he thinks we do not feel the pain caused by the violence of his state on that boy's family that are now without income!

Does he think we will surrender because him and Josefina, together with the rest of their journalist posse every night feed hate to the public and provoke divisiveness among the people? They only disseminate calumny, offence and lies which their newspapers vomit every day! What do you think, Sali Berisha? Do you think we will get scared?

We are here to say to you, not with words, but with deeds, that this country will never again be ruled by fear, but by the will of those who, through their free vote, elect the people they want to govern the country. This country will no longer be governed by those who do not allow people to vote.

Today power is in the hands of a very small group of people, but holding such power is bringing them ever bigger benefits and revenues. This small group of people have robbed free votes and have seized the state.

It is clear that today whoever speaks of the old Block
 is part of the group who has built the new one. Those that speak of past devils are in fact endangering our present. Those who point their fingers every day to show that they are fighting the ghosts of communism are in fact a startling resemblance of those ghosts.

Today a group of formerly persecuted individuals demonstrated in front of the Socialist Party. I have a lot of respect for them. Even for those who protested today, victims of the past regime and yet spokespersons for the modern lie. As the Head of the Socialist Party, today I am very proud that our program addresses the needs of former political prisoners and, moreover we have officially committed to heal their open wounds, caused by a political force that proclaimed itself as a force of hope, and which has now turned into a force of destruction.

Brothers and sisters, I would like to thank you all today for being here, and I want to thank everyone from around the country who is sending us encouraging messages in solidarity from those who, either in body or in spirit, are inside the tent of Albania's dark history. We are not fighting to gain power. We want the contents of the ballot boxes to see the light of day so as to ensure that Albanians will never again be ruled by those who do not allow people to choose, and will be able to elect their own government, starting with the next elections.

Tomorrow at 18:00 everyone should return here. Tomorrow at 18:00 everyone who is here and those who can listen to me, together with your relatives, neighbours and friends, join us here, because day after day and hour after hour, we must strengthen our resistance, consolidate our statement, and further propel the energy that has guided us here in the Martyrs of the Nation boulevard, a name that we are honouring today.
� Block – area of Tirana formerly inhabited by the communist elite of the country.





